BOYS'   WEEKLIES

The second extract gets you some distance with
the story, the first takes a hundred words to tell you
that Bunter is in the detention class. Moreover, by
not concentrating solely on school stories (in point
of numbers the school story slightly predominates in
all these papers, except the Thriller and Detective
Weekly), the Wizard, Hotspur, etc., have far greater
opportunities for sensationalism. Merely looking
at the cover-illustrations of the papers which I have
on the table in front of me, here are some of the
things I see. On one a cowboy is clinging by his
toes to the wing of an aeroplane in mid-air and
shooting down another aeroplane with his revolver.
On another a Chinaman is swimming for his life
down a sewer with a swarm of ravenous-looking rats
swimming after him. On another an engineer is
Hghting a stick of dynamite while a steel robot feels
for him with its claws. On another a man in air-
man's costume is fighting barehanded against a rat
somewhat larger than a donkey. On another a
nearly naked man of terrific muscular development
has just seized a lion by the tail and flung it thirty
yards over the wall of an arena, with the words
" Take back your blooming lion!" Clearly no school
story can compete with this kind of thing. From
time to time the school buildings may catch fire or
the French master may turn out to be the head of an
international anarchist gang, but in a general way
the interest must centre round cricket, school rivalries,
practical jokes, etc. There is not much room for
bombs, death-rays, sub-machine guns, aeroplanes,
mustangs, octopuses, grizzly bears or gangsters.
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